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There are few things in life comparable to the joy a
pet can bring. They are our constant companions,
our friends, our therapists, and our “fur-babies”.
We'd do anything to keep them healthy and safe.
Fresh food and water, daily walks, attention, and
trips to the vet are all ways we provide love and
support to our pets.

But, let’s "paws" for a second. With all that we do,
are we really taking the absolute best care of our
best friends? As a pet parent, there is a lot to keep
in mind when looking after our furry loved ones.

As expert homne service providers, Authority Brands
has some tips and suggestions for best pet care
practices, so you and Fido can spend quality time
together — without having to worry.

This guide will walk you through tips on
outdoor, electrical and pool safety, grooming,
organized living, air quality, and caring for an

o & animal in your golden years. &
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Beat the Heat:
Keeping Pets Safe Outdoors

As temperatures climb, we're tampted o Swing open our gates and let
our pets enjoy the great outdoors. However, nicer weather ususily means
more hazards like severe discomforl, sun-related injury, and pest-borne
diseazes. Owners have a huge responsibility to keep pels safe during thess
warm monihs. Here are some lips for protecling your peis in the summer:

High temperatures can lead to heat exhaustion and life-
threatening heat stroke. Make sure to provide cool, clean water, bul
also pour it out at the end of the day, as ponding waler iz a breeding
ground for bugs, including mosquitoes. Walk pets early in the moming
or |ate evening when ii’s cooler. Hol asphall can burn paws!

Never leave pets in cars, even if windows are pariiaily rolied down.
Temperaiures ina car can rapidly reach over 100 degrees ina
matter of minutez. Leave Rover al homat

Keep pets’ coats clipped in the summer.
Less fur heips keap them cool

Follow pet recommendations for any ferfilizer, plani food,
andfor inseciicide applied lo areas accessible o pets.

< Protect your pets from Hﬂltllumdhﬂunht:hmhuhiﬁm
theat are proiific during summer. Be sure i ask your velerinarian for
options on prevention.

¥  Ticks are another common parasite acltive in warm weather.,
ﬂﬂmmﬂmmmmmﬂLﬂm Rocky
Mountain Spotied Fever, and Ehrlichiosis. When checking for ticks,
use gloves and be sure i follow proper guidance for removal.

Mosquito Squad protects against mosquitoes, ticks, and other pesis
“mlmnmhmhwm!mmm Coniacl your
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Hair-Raising Tips

for Optimal Grooming

Giving a dog a bath Is real work! Baing hosed down and scrubbed can be
a stressful axpanenca for dogs, and hauling them in and aut of the balhtub
can be back-breaking for owners Not (o mention massy! And whal aboul the
atram thal massive amounts of pet hair pul on your drains and pipea?

If you have an anmmal thal spenda a |of of time culdoors, hare are some
solutions to fight halr, mess, and clogged drains!

A Tub for Every Type

Consider designaling & pet bathing stalion. There are 8 varnety of portable
tubs, basins. and siyles of custom baths to choose from, Giving your pela
bath outside or in a containgr maans you gat 10 avold hair in the (ub. Large
slorage containers can rnaké greal tubs for larger dogs.

I you do decide 1o give your pels a scrub down In your balhroom. think abouyt
installing 8 hand-held shower wand and no-slip mais, s0 humans and pets
have a Iittle extra traction

Preventing Clogged Drains
If you must wash Lassie in the bathiub, following thess simple suggastions
can prevent unnecassary bulld-up.

Groom frequently. Brush immedately before bath time. it might be
& unpleasant 1o kave your noom covared in dog hair, bul just think
aboul whal |t could do to your pipes instaad!

@ Fill the bathtub. Give your animal & proper bath. Don't wash the
dog withoul & plug in the drain,

Use a drain filter to catch hair. If you don't have one
already, make sure to use a drain cover to catch any ”
m::-,'

g lcose hair. Have an exiemal top stopper and a baby
wipa? You can also create a homemade strainer by
laying m baby wipe over the draln and pushing o the
stopper 1o hold It in place, allowing you to Bl up the tub

an
.’- 1

€ o I you naed halp with b installation of with clogged
drains from cleaning your furry friends, |ust reach
out to your focal Beniamin Franklin Plumbing!
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SWIMNING POOL CO

8 Tips to Keep Your Pets

Safe Around the Swimming Pool

Hol every dog is a swimmer! While many of our four-legged friends were
bormn for the water, some will smk straight o the bottom! If you have a swim-
mm,mmmﬂmmmnmwpmm
a pet to drowning i= tragic, but it iz also preventable. Luckily, here are soma
simple suggestions to keep Rover aflcal

& Mot all pets are natural swimmers, so never assume they can swim.
Invest in a pel fife jacket

Keep an eye on your pet whan they are in or near lhe walker,

- Teach your pet where to salfely enter and exit the pool. Pet
fnendly ladders can also be added to your pool.

Install a safety fence around your pool.

Mdlpﬂﬂmmﬂmﬁdﬂrmilﬂm
& sysiem lo make your swimming ares safer. See the differant types
of pool atarm products and other pool safaty equipment hana.
@ If a water injury occurs, take your pet to the vet immediately.
& Store pool chemicals in a safe area away from pet access.

@ Keep your pool properly maintained. Baciens in your pool water
can make your pet sick

For more fips on pool safety, coniact the experts at
=i i mpany!
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Electrical Safety

and Caring for Your Pets

Electrical safety extends across the board, from humans 1o our pels,
We should always be aware of the dangess around the housa and in the yard,
Part of being o responsible pel owner 18 knowing those potenbal harards
exist, whare thay are, and how W prevent tham Here are some rules of
thumb to make sure your pats remain shock-free

Make sure the plugs in your oullets are secure. An saposad
prong can lead to a nasty zap

Some animals like to chew on power cables. Make sure your
slacircal cords are in good conditbon. Treat with bitter-tasting pet
datamants of invast in pat-prool cords. You can aleo wrap your cords
in flexible cable or PVC.

Don't leave your electrical appliances unattended, Turm off and
unplug any alectronics before you leave the room,

Keop pots away from exposed lamps, especially ones wilh
halogen bulbs

Block your pets from the spaces behind your computer, TV
& oquipmant or any placa whamn numaenus electrical connections
ara prasent,

Be aware of any outdoor underground electrical or cabla lines,
espoecally if Fido likes 1o dig

g Don't leave your pets oul in an electrical storm. Bring them
nside ot move them to a safe place

Keoping your pels safe from electrical dangers s sasy - but &
requires U!Egn:i'i:e- Be sure ko sddress any potential hazanis before
thery resull in & “cal-astrophe”! Contact your local Mister Sparky for

more ways (o keep you and your pei safe
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Organizing
Your Pet Space

We love our pets. They are | ke family mambers and offer us much-naaded
love, loyally, and comion. It's no wander that peaple with pets live longer, ane
less stressed, and have fewer health issues But as ruch as we |ove them,
we don'l always love their stuft. Try the hps below o bring organization o
your ||fe and lsave more time (o anjoy your pet

Create a walk station,

Gather all the things you naad for a walk and put themn one location,
praferably by the door, Use a hanging rack to easily ho|d leashes
and collars. Hang a baskel on the rack fo hold waste clean-up bags
and a Hashlight for nighttime walks

Locate toy bins throughout the house.
Pul &l the pat's toya in oné bin = in multipte rooms. Place them in
saveral rooms throughout your home where the pet spends is time

Store pet food and treats in reusable containers.
Roplace the standard packaging with something that fits nto your
storage shell, such as an airtight plastic container

¢ Designate a container for pet grooming items.
Pel grooming can be messy. Pul logather 2 pét caddy (o store the
pel's brushles), comb(s} and nail clippers, as wel| as any ear
cleaning products, cotion halls, and shampoo,

+ Puosition a drying station at the door.
Keep wel and muddy paws under control with 3 washabls,
waler-absorbing mal at the door, Buy anothar ona o kesp undar
your pet's lood and water bowls.

It goas without saying that thase organization tips will help you keap
pat things tidy and orpanized It can be hard, however, 1o keep your
home clean when you have a pet, Let The Cleaning Authority help you
unlh retjularly seheduled claans performed by our trained Professionsd

Houseclaanars, Get your free estimate today.

o3
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HVAC Care

for Pet Owners

We love our furry friends, bul somefimes we don'l love ALL thal fur and
hair. If you're a pet owner, you can be cerfain that hair and dander are ending
up in your HVAC fitter, affecting your climate conirol sysiem. Pet Owners: In
order to maintain your HVAC system and control energy use in your home,
keep the following in mind:

Replace Eliers diligently. if you have one or more shedding pets in
the home, you should check your HVAC filter before it's due for
replacemant_ If's nol uncommon for it to be malted and clogged with-
hair, skin calls, and other parficles your pet produces. A qualified
HVAC professional can advise you on the best filter for your system
and situation.

Clean your home regularly. One of the keys 1o avoiding those filter
mummmmmm reaching the Albes.

Brush your pel often. Brushes designed specifically for pet hair
removal make this job much easier, or you can just take your pet to
Ihe groomer every fow weeks.

MWMMMWWWMW

G L Cp T B e Removing
Wmm:smmﬂmddmm

Adjusi your thermosial when only pets are home. Your pels can
remain s8fe and comfortable in-a wide lemperalure range. You could

# save energy and money by salling your temperature as low as 65
degrees in the winter and as high as 80 degrees in the summer
when only pels are home.

Fence off your cutdoor AC uniL If you leave your pets unattended
& inthe yard, you can help keep tham and your air condifionar safe by
creafing a breathable bamier amund your culdoor unit-

Making these fips a pari of your roufine will help you save energy, extend the
life of your HVAC sysiem, and keep your pets safe and sound. If you're
considering duct cleaning, upgrading your HVAC filier, or switching to a smart
thermosial to help you save energy while you're not home, gel in louch

with your ocal Ons Hour Heating & Air Conditioning.
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Caring For a Pet
in Your Golden Years

Caring for a pet can bring new meaning to the lite of a seénior. Pels offar
unconditional love and affection, which can help with feelings of lonaliness

experienced by many elderly people, Pets provide companionship and stabil-
ity a3 Iheir lives changs

Whather you or an elderly loved one 1s considering a pat, keap this in mind!

& An adopiled pat should not be gifted to a senior; the sanior should
be an active participant in the choice. Most times, bonding occurs
dunng pet adopltion

& A sonior adopler must consider their living conditions = if thay
are in a condo or senjor housing, they must be aware of any covenanls
or restrictions

The senior must be mindful af their ability to walk a dog, band
aver io clean and Hll food and waler dishes, as well as other
physical neads

# Finances are also a consideration - can you maintain foog
costs, vet visit bills, and possibly the expense of boarding?

What type of pet is best? Il a person is immaobile, think about a cal
or a gmall dog thal can usé pee pads and doesn'l peed 1o be walkad
= Senior cats and dogs are ganarally calmer and require less
maintenance, bul IU's important 1o check |f the anmal has any
pra-exsting conditions or dramatic health issues

Adopting » pet can be cathanic and restorative - and contribute
to an Improved and meaningful quaity of life. Many people
axparence a renowoed sanss of purpose when taking caro

of an animal and might even lake betler care of (hemsalves

For more information on senior living and pet ownarship,
plonse contact your local Homowatch CareGivers.
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Authority Brands

IS the premier home services franchisor
in North America. Learn about all our
brands at theauthoritybrands.com.
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